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Metropolitan high school reform and career education

The purpose of this paper is to examine the relationship between the ongoing school
reform in the metropolitan high schools introduced by Tokyo..Board of Education and the
career education on which the new types of metropolitan high schools work
enthusiastically, and to consider the better way and the directionality of the career
education in the general high schools, which come under a lot of criticism for its tendency
to attach to much importance to the guidance of higher education.

Career education was advocated by the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports,
Science and Technology as a solution to an increase of the number of so-called “freeter”
and moratorium type young people. The problems are 1. an aging society with fewer
children 2. the industrial, economical and structural change of the society 3
diversification of employment patterns 4.changes in the young people’s view of
occupations 5. transformation of children’s lives and the way of thinking.

Tokyo..Board of Education analyzed the present state and the future of traditional
vocational high schools and decided that the general high schools were to be reduced by
22 schools and vocational high schools by 14, and to establish “integrated high schools”,
“challenge schools”, “science and technology high schools” and so on, until 2011. These
school reforms were done under the same analysis as that of Ministry of Education,
Culture, Sports, Science and Technology.

This paper concentrated on the integrated high schools, the challenge schools, and
the science and technology high schools that had been set up by the unification and
reorganization of old vocational high schools and the general high schools.

After the details had been traced, and examined the feature and the graduates’ course
ahead of these schools, what kind of career education is desireble at the stage of the high
school on the whole was considered.

As a result it was shown that new type of high schools gave priority to guidance of
going on to colleges compared with the commercial and industrial high schools of the old
type that had tended to center on the finding employment guidance, and that in these
new schools the number of the students who need employment is very small.

On the other hand, it’s natural for general high schools to consider the guidance of
going on to colleges more important. Nevertheless they are told to introduce the
internship and criticized for its insufficiency. But in fact, at any type of schools the

counseling on choice of college has come to be valued more than the finding employment
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guidance.

Then, after the research on the career education of one of the metropolitan general
high schools, it was concluded that the career education in the general high schools
should be more flexible. Actually internship isn’t done at middle-revel, and high-revel
general high schools. Therefore it is not a good idea to force it to all the high school
students.

The conclusion is that career education should be treated in more flexible way than
now according to the diversified metropolitan high schools and to the current state of the
high school students who learn at various types of schools.

Ten years have passed since career education was advocated as the solution to the
increase of the number of so-called “freeter”. Now we should think about the future of the
career education not as the mere solution to the social problems, but as a big step

forward suitable for any high school students in any situation.
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